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struck him deeply. He saw it as both central to 
and a summary of the whole of our faith. With 
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tion called the “Knights (Chevaliers) of the 
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1859: Beginning of the construction of the 
Basilica of the Sacred Heart.

1864: Foundation of the “Confraternity of    
Our Lady of the Sacred Heart”, which   
25 years later had 18 million members, 
amongst them Pope Pius IX.

1866: First edition of the “Annals of Our Lady 
of the Sacred Heart”. At one stage their 
circulation reached 280,000 copies.
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presence of 16 bishops, 700 priests and 
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1874: The “Daughters of Our Lady of the
Sacred Heart” are founded.

1881: Pope Leo XIII entrusts to the 
MSC the missions of Melanesia 
and Micronesia.

1882: The first missionaries depart for 
Papua New Guinea.
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In less than six months Father 
Chevalier collected letters of support 
from  many cardinals, archbishops and 
bishops as well as 3,000,000 other 
signatures.
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1880: A new republican Government wanted 
to confine religion to the domain of private 
life. On November 5th, the Basilica was 
closed and declared off limits for religious 
worship.

The MSC’s were expelled and forced into    
exile. They went to Belgium, to Holland,            
to Austria, to Spain and even further                  
afield.  Faster than anyone could have       
thought possible, they spread everywhere.
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• 1899: In Germany Father Hubert Linkens
MSC founds the Congregation of the  MSC 
Sisters.

• In the Confraternity of Our Lady of the 
Sacred Heart members pray for one 
another.

• Laity are expressing the desire to live the 
Spirituality of the Heart.
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Issoudun continue. 
“Christ’s love urges me”
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expelled from the presbytery. He 
found asylum in the home of a friend, 
Baron de Bonneval on Daridan Street in 
the town of Issoudun.
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“God in his infinite mercy chose this 
hour to call to himself his faithful 
servant. The time was 16.30. The 
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ringing the Angelus”
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Father Piperon msc



… was a procession more triumphal than funereal. Over one 
hundred priests together with civil servants and a huge 
crowd of the faithful accompanied his remains from the 
parish church of St Cyr to the Basilica of the Sacred Heart.
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Father Chevalier


