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Spirituality, charism, mission

Jules Chevalier was more than a man of action. He was
certainly a very active man and any account of his life must
be largely concerned with what he did. There can be a
danger that in seeing his works, we lose sight of the man
and we do not want to do that. To understand what his
work was all about, we have to try to understand something
of his inner motivation and spiritual strength. Only these
deeper realities will explain what appears on the surface
in a very striking way. What appears is firstly a serenity
in his faith that, no matter what happens, God will be
forever with him' and secondly a calm confidence that he
is called to a special mission in the Church.

Occasionally only, very occasionally and under severe stress,
would this confidence waver and even then his serenity
would be undisturbed. For he knew that while he could be
mistaken in his ideas about what God’s will was for him,
his trust in God could never be misplaced. Furthermore,
his confidence in his mission was unshaken by great external
difficulties such as the French persecutions. On two occasions
only do we see any hesitancy: firstly in the long years when
Fr.” Piperon was his sole companion and others did not
join him; secondly in the later period of internal crisis in

his MSC Society.

No man can get to this steadiness in faith and fidelity to
God’s will without many gifts of grace and without his own
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110 Jules Chevalier

e) Saint Sulpice had given him a Christ-centred, self-forgetful
spirituality strengthening his desire to live and work with
Christ for the glory of God and the salvation of man.

f) For natural and supernatural reasons, he had developed a
deep concern for people afflicted by the «ills of modern
society ».

g) Then he was to discover devotion to the Sacred Heart
which was to be the spark giving fire to his life, transforming
it and giving it unity and purpose.
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