FROM ON THE JOURNEY

these is that our splnt is admn‘ab ly su1ted to help us through the
transition time that the Church is hvmg itis centred on the new.

heart and the Spirit whmh the prophets saw ag the source of 11fe R

foz' anew covenant

. Ever since we undertook the joumey of respondmg to the .
invitation ofthe Vatican Councﬂ 1i, there is a phrase'ofthe Sérip-
fures that hds shed its light on us: We ourselvés have knownand -

puf our: fazth in. Gad - love towards ourselves. God 1. love ami
'anyone who Izves m iove lzves in God and God izves in hzm
(1In4 16~1’3’)

Our idea of God, the Way we hve 1t in'our spmtuahty of the e
-heart, our union with God bymeans of prayer and the experience . .

of the covenant, help us to truly believe in- the personal kind,

unconditional and eternal love that God has for each one- ofus..
This is a faith based on the living expenence “of the initiative of -
'Godrand the hiiman response? manifested inpersonal § surrender 0
Christ, winch in turm ‘challenges usto accept the very missionof -
Christ in favour of the human race. ‘Without this experience we'’
-rurithe nsk ofbemg merely a gong boommg ora cymbaz cl(zsh« ,

mg (1 Cor 13 1}

s Fok Yéim kEFLECTION :

Are you a man af covenanf or. conzmct? Is, yozer ap— '

- 3ostolzc life a Joyj’ul mangfestatzpn of ‘the covenant that

you live?-In your apostofate do you help others to-make -

" -a covenant With' God.or to carry.out. norms and laws? o

o oDo otkers ﬁnd you tobed wztness ora ﬁmctzonary?
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" A'MAN CONSECRATED FOR Mission . -~

" If charism is fhé parméular vxsxéﬁ of God.reveéié& in Chﬁst o

7 ' and spirituality is the:way of living this vision, tission is the way

of manifesting both of these. Charism and spiritnality are the ac- .

" . tion of the Holy- Spmt ancinting us with a share in the life 6f -
-Chirist, the anointed one. With the andinting, the Spirit also gives -

us share in Christ’s mission. The words of the prophet are famil- -
iar too us: The spirit of the Lovd Yahweli has been given to-me,

" for Yahweh. “has anointed me. He has sent me to bring good '

news. to the poor, to bznd up. kearts that are broken; to pro-

claim. lzber:y to captives, ﬁ'eedom to those in przson -to pro— .

ciazm a year of, favsur from Yahwek (Is 61, 1-2). :
- Jules Chevalier, who was open fo the action of’ the Haly Spmt, '

B hved this whole process with integrity, fidahty and cohererice,,

When aperson has realized an atthentic persona1 option for Chnst, o
and triestolivea spiritnality-that constantly intensifies hisunion
with the Loxd J esus, it foﬁows that he wiil speak about ium and - )

make Chiist’s ob;ectlves his own. Chevaher who leved C}mst

7 and kved forhlm became a ma:a wzth a m1ssu}n

First sentence on page 29 — this is confusing .. think of it this way ... spirituality is who you are, we all have a spirituality regardless of our religious
beliefs. Charism is how we express our spirituality. It is a “particular vision” and it is a way of “living this vision”. Spirituality is the general and
charism is the specific vision. Mission then will reflect both of these.
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; 1 Wﬁat xﬁissio‘ﬁ"’

Chevaher was conscious of i}emg one who was sent (a mis-"
swnary) The statement of Jesus, 4s the Father sent me, sp I .-

seridyou,hada speczai force:for him. Ihe was serit as Jesus was,
he had the same mission as Christ anid, as a consequence; the

.. . same mission as the Church; that is to-say; to'hand on'the good. Z:'.
news, to evangelme Evangehzauon is the great mission entrusted .

‘to us by God through the aticinting with God’s Spirit. Paul VI

~ defined itin this- way: “For the Church, evangelization.means - '
' bringing the Good News into. all the 'strata of humanity, and-
through its' mﬂaencc transforming humamty from within and’
making it new... The Chutch evangehzes when she seelés to con-
vert, solely through the divine’  power of the Message she pro-
claims, both the persohal and coliective consciences of people, - :

‘the activities in which they engage, and the lives and concrete
: . mzhe‘ax Wh.lch are: thems” (Evange&u Nunﬁanm 1 8)

2. A nussmn of heart

B Eules Chevaher Was preoccupzed by the &vﬂs of h!s time
. and found the answer for these evilsin His idea of God and ifi the
hived expenence of aspirituality of thé heart. His life was changed
. into'one of mission, into being an instrument ofthe salvific, libe-
- rating-and transfomng power of the iove of‘ Chnst mamfested m:
hisHeart. '
~ -Andsince our 1dea of God is centred on the Heart of Christ

) _ and spmtuahtybecomes for us aspmtuahty of the heart, we can, ’

speak of amissioh of hieart. -
- Ifto evangelize is “to brmg the good news mtc ali the strata

of humamty’ we have to doit from the perspective of our par--

- - ticular vision of God::Chevalier stated that “we have i ho other
- goal but to make imown his Jove everywhere ‘
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“Totranisform humanity from within and make it néw” means

- toreach the heart.of the human persoh, the source oflife; so that

conscious of God’s love for him, be may give: annew orientation

tohis exmtence and 50 become an artisan of anew world: Cheva— o

Her wrote: “The end of this little Society of the Sacred Heartisto

- make known to all peoples the love and eIy qf the Heart of
- Jesusand 10 invité them to give him their love™

e “Solely through the divine power of the message”, thati is,
with awareness of" instrumentality and mediation, knowing that
the one who convetts, saves and acts in human beings is God,
whose loveis revealed in Christ. Ttis God who gratuitousiyacts ™
and gives the inorease, the.cne who constanﬁy searches for the

_ human being. Our- ‘Founder used o say: “to-be-a Missionary of

the Sacred Heart means 10 be an apostlﬁ ofthe loveof J esus” It
is the love of Christthat changes, Sommits-and saves.

Wehave heard many Missionaries of the Sacred Heart say
that we liave to be the Heart of God in the world. This is true, but
we- aiso bave 1o be the heart of thie world before God. Jules Cheva-
lier wrote: “Isn’t it in the Heart of Jesus that two loves meet: the
love of God descendmg to the whole of creation, and the loveof
the whole of creation tising to God?” We have tobethe ‘bridges

- thatenable fhis encouniter to take place. Does not our motto, May

the Sacred Heart. of Ji esus be loved everywhere, which for our
Founderwas “the:end towards which our energies and lives are
entirely dedicated » helpusto understand this? Love always 1m—
phes reciprocity, otherwise it is not authentic. Lo
Ifwe confess that “we haveknown and put our fa1th in God’

: 1ove towards: ourselves” we aﬂinn at the same tire fhat thislove:

is meant for all human beings, whom God warits to be saved and
come to the knowledge of the tritth. Fr. Cuskelly wrote: “We
have believed in the love of God-for all people; alove which
would give thelr lives meamng and purp ose, 1f they would accept '

B
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it. Because we beliéve that this love will work through those who - -
‘consecrate thc;.r 11ves to hlm, we are confident that, 1f we'work -
~ Wlth couragc and perseverance, God will givethei mcrease Hcrc__

i is ’{he source of aﬂ mlssxonary and apostohc eﬁ"ort’

3 Some aspects of the mlssmn af heart

l Oarmzssmn neeés to marnfest through our am’mdcs, ina
' clcar comprehcnsxble and 31gmﬁcant way, our idea’ ofGodand
- outr spirityality of the heart, Ttis through our fives that we have to.
' evm]gehzc Itis through our cchercncchctweenbcmg and dozng .

that we make known what we experience, what we live, contern-
plate; hear and tonch/(Cf 1 In 1,1-4), because we believe in the

goodncws that, to out faith, hasapropcrname, Jesis Christ As
: accnsequcnce, the exphcxt:announcemcnt cfthe Lord Icsus needs‘ -

t6 be-present in our mission. It -would bé humazﬁy mcomprchen—
: sﬁale 1o speak of love and not menition the bne whoin we love.
U Ris interesting to note that varions dccumcnts of the Holy
: Sce remmd us that “the normial way fer rehglous fo evangehzc is
. through their own jife”. :

Qurlife, ifwe liveit mtﬁ coherence, is of ;aeccssrcy go;ng to"

} céusc astonishment in some peopie adriiration in others’ and

annoyarice in many others When they ask us, why we live in
such.a different way, we catl exphcztl}l mentaon the name of the o
onewho isthe centre and mouvc of our ]mng, Tesus’ Chnst God,

: Who is Love made mar.

2 Wchave to carry out ourmission through aperscnal con-' :
tact that 18 tinged ‘with the charactenstlcs of our spmtuahty ofthe
heart, These charactenstzcs are profoundly human and canreach’

* thigheart of othcrpcople Thisis ou.rpartlczﬂar way of announc—-
. mg the good NEWs m whmh we beheve S

-3

3. We Cannol I0oTEgel Wil We ave 10 g1ve - vault-allswos W
the signs.of the times in which we live. These are différent from.
those we experienced somie decades ago and they oblige us i:c:

“look for new ways:for brmgm g evangchzanon wnhm thc rcach ’
,ofpeople oL o .

4 Our mxssmn cfhcart has to. bc, hke our spmtuahty, inicar- :;- '
nated, inculturated 4nd ifbcratmg These are three md.lspensable E

'reqmrements for 1ts cfﬁcacy

3 Thc mcﬂlodology 1mposed ‘cy our Imsszon of heart isto”
accompany the process of each persot, respacnng the mystenous'

. actionofthe Holy Spirit in  each one; This process of accompani-

ment in personal dialogue needs to have fnc quahtx,es of kmd-"
nes S, clantjg prudence, trust, truth and hope :

6 Our rmssmx} of hcart 1eads ustobe wﬁh othcrs ina real._
commitment o history, as Wc try tor bc the consc1ousness of the
Lovc of God n }ustcry ’

7 Fmal}y, thc mission of heart mchnes us: to work for thc :
most weak, poor and needy, the pi ierced ories of our soclety, talk-
ing up the approach of Jules Chevalier, his preoceupation for
those who suffer thé‘evils of the times: “Foﬁowmg the example

of Jesus, lct us drawnear to the poor,’ unfortunate pecpie, and'do '

evérything in our power to comfort them™. “The. poor-are the
privileged friends of the Heart of Jesus. Could we remain insen-"
sitive to their’ matenai and spmtual poverty? We shculd sec zn:

_ them the lwmg :mage of I esiis Chnst”

Ali ofthm is the nonnal Way of actmg and the iogma] conse—-

quence of the pcrson who. gwes cxpressmn to. love. F or Chcva—

ws
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lier; the Pa;‘ﬂine phrase, Not hat ] do boast.of pféakzkiﬁg the

gospel, since it is a duty which has been laid on me; T should -
be punished if1 did not preach-it! (1 Cor 9;16), was a dynamic
force'ux_zdeﬂying his existence: From the abundance ofthe heart - -
the mouth speaks. The mission of Chevalier was nota fincfion,

but the expression of his love for God and of his feeling loved by

God. Tt was his response to that universal love, which is meant-  °

for'everyonie and for each one inparticular. -
o 4 Oﬁr.m_is_signiof hearttoday - - -

o In the days.of Jules Chevalier, in the niﬁeteeﬁthvand. early
twentieth centuries, the most poor in:the material and spiritual

sense were the peoplés outside (“ad extra”) of the christianized

societies-of that era. So it is no-surprise that the missions “ad
extra” were one of the works most loved, most encouraged and
n_apst _st;pporte_d:b;% our Founder. In 1904 he wrote with satisfac-
tion: “Ourmissions abroad and among unbélievers are of great

-importance: They are the purest glory of our Institute. Superiors .

will take care to send there only well-chosen men, men of devout
faith, of good judgement and regular obsérvance, of unfailing
dedication, and unshakeably attached to the Society”. - '

* During part of the twentieth century, the missions ‘ad exira’

cﬁntizz'ued tobe a vital aspect of the history of our Society. Around
the middle of the last century, changes in society and new theo-

logical, anthropological and psychological visions, along with -

the reflections of Vatican Council II, introduced many questions
régarding theway of carrying out mission today. R

] .ThG_Sf? guestionings have grown apace with the new signs of
the times. How do we carry out the mission of heart today? The
characteristic attitudes of ovr mission of heart need to continue,
because they are part of ourbeing, and we canfiot renounce them

that lead us to a serious questioning.
"~ These signs of the time, along w1

e want to be faithful to fhe anointing of the Spmt. But the-

- coficrete way of carrying out the mission, all that hasto do with

pastoral action and plans; works, concrete services; dialogue...
must &iter into & process of serious discernment inface of the

' signs of thenew era thatis coming to birth. -

- .

" Globalization, massive secularism, mstitutioﬁaliiéd Orso- -
cial violence, the psychological préblems that affect society, the
tendencyto place the human being at the centre of the universe,
théreby stirulating égoism and hedonism, and creating great di-

- visions in society, heo-liberalism, political unions, the predomi-

hance of the economic factor, which creates ‘massive poverty

-among the great majority of the people... are realities that de-

mand new-ways of action from the followers of Christ: .
The disappearance of Christianity, the sispremacy of the

immanent over the transcendent, the rejection of the institution,

the appeatance of neo-paganism, the tendency fo choose areli-

* gionthat isto ong’staste and'with a god measured to one’s own

interests. the non-acceptance of the- Church as teacher of values.

. and sacrament of salvation, the loss'of the influence and power
 that were typical of other eras, the subtle and constant persecu-

tion against the Church, the loss of the idea of sin, the affirmation. -
that one can live a spirituality without God... are other realities

[ : 'th,othei’ positive and néga—
tive signs that we doubtless know, invite usto garry out a great.
- endeavour. “The Holy Spirit calls consecrated men and women -

 to'present new answers to the new. problems of today’s world.

These are divine pleas which oly soulsaccustomed to following

. God’swill ineverything can assimnilate faithfully and then trans-
© late courageouslyinto choices which are consistent with the origi-
- nal charistn and which correspond to the demands of fhie cohofete .

Thistorical situation™ (Pope John Paul 11, Vita Consecrata 73)..
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Juies Chevaher wrote to Fr .'fouet on- 21 Iune 1887 “N’ow )
that moderti soc1etzes are. entenng anew phase it is hecessary. - -
- that we find new ways of struggling and fighting; corresponding - -
toits nceds”. The style s ofanother timé, the message for today. ” -

FOR YOUR REFLECTION

Are you aware of Ike fact rizaz the Haly Spmt conse- -
o crated' you., for ‘mission? How do you live in practical - -
. terms your mission of heart? What.does evarzgelzzatmnr L
* mean: Joryou, a ﬁmctzon oran existential necessity? Whiit -
. force does the mission ‘ad extra’ hold for you? How -
- should the mission “ad-extra’ be mamfested todayin'owr .
- * 8ociety? Do you aecept the challenge of discerning the'
. 'signs of the times, so_as 10 seek-new ways of mission? -
- Areyou dzsposed fo ckange ways of apostolate in. order' o
- ro be an ap@sﬂe of Ike Zove of Ckrzsr today? o

o



