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The first three works

With the appointment of Archbishop de La Tour d’Auvergne
to Bourges as Coadjuter, and then his taking over the Archi-
diocese on December 10th, 1861, Fr. Chevalier knew that
he had a staunch friend and supporecr at home. With new
hope, he devoted himself to carrying on his work. He mount-
ed the pulpit that Fr. Maugenest had left vacant, even if he
could not preach as well, T'r. Piperon, who has a delightful
way of saying things in a way he does not guire mean, wrote:
« Often, ..he was truly eloquent ». And even at the times
when he was not so eloguent, he had a strong and pleasant
voice and carried his audience along +with him because of his
seal and sincerity, especially when he spoke of « the infinite
mercy of the Heart of Jesus, and the greatness of Mary » %

Of his own preaching, Fr. Piperon does not give an account,
although he, o, preached far and wide, appealing for money
for the new Chusch of the Sacred Heart and spreading deve-
tion to Our Lady.

2. OUR LADY OF THE SACRED HEART,

Looking back over mote than a century one might be tempted
to judge that Fr. Chevalier and his missionaries spent &
disproportionate amount of time on propagating devotion o
Our Lady. One might also be inclined to think that much
effort was diverted from « missionary worl » into building
up the Archconfraternity of Our Lady of the Sacred Heart,
Before drawing these conclusions and in order to understand
the growth of Fr. Chevalier's worlk, we need to see things
in the perspective of 19th century Catholic piety. Tt was in
this petspective that his own spiritual life developed and that
his worlk was done. It was an agt of Marian piety. « To Jesus
through Mary » was an old Christian adage that had entered
into the life of the people, who responded more readily o
popular devotions in honour of the Madonna than they would
Tave done to practices which today might be considered mare
« theological and mote liturgical ». Jesus and Mary were
closely associated in any prayer - and in many a christian
practice of piety.
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